COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the annual inspection of Coleford Cemetery and King George V Playing Field held on Wednesday 27th August 2003 there were present: -

Councillors 
Mrs J A Marrott, Deputy Mayor



Mrs C Allaway-Martin


 


C T Elsmore

               


C Lusty

               


Mrs S Merrikin


   


R D Phelps

Councillors D Atherley and J Shaw attended the meeting at the Town House.

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillors A M Lacey, Mayor, C P Kay, N W Penny and M T Weston.

APOLOGIES for late arrival were received from Councillors D Atherley and J Shaw.

128. 
COLEFORD CEMETERY

The following issues were raised and the Clerk instructed to attend to accordingly:

Removal of treated and dead weeds from driveway and all gravelled areas.

Removal of dead branch from large Oak tree in boundary hedge.

Repair and repaint metal seat.

Raise plaque – Oak tree in memory of Allan Miles.

Sign to Cemetery.

Quantity of topsoil stored needs containing.

Ivy encasing Yew tree to be cleared.

Small trees growing in graves to be removed.

Door frame and fascia boards to shed need replacing.

Write again to owner of Sextons Lodge regarding condition of fence.

Leylandi height to be reduced. 

Investigate provision of toilet facilities at the Cemetery.

Provision of second skip (to be screened) at the top of Cemetery.

Check how much topping up work remains to be completed and how many tombstones are still to be laid flat.

Stump of beech tree.

129.  
KING GEORGE V PAVILION/PLAYING FIELD

As all Councillors had very recently been involved in the decorating work at the Pavilion the inspection was postponed until the redecoration project is completed.

During the previous week stone chippings, which the contractor should have put down to repair the access road from the entrance gates of the field to the Pavilion, were inadvertently laid along the Buchanan Recreation Trust’s road leading to the King George V Playing Field.  The Buchanan Recreation Trust was very unhappy about this and the Deputy Mayor had apologised to the Secretary.  A meeting with Town Council representatives and the Buchanan Recreation Trust was to be requested to foster good working relationships.   

To enable all unwanted items to be removed from the Pavilion costings were requested for the provision of a skip.  

On returning to the Town House, the Deputy Mayor, Mrs Janet Marrott, welcomed Mrs Marilyn Cox, Chair of Market and Coastal Towns Initiative to the meeting to speak on the work of the Coleford Partnership.

Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott paid tribute to the late Mrs Lorna Elsmore.  She had been mother to two fine Town Councillors and a great support to her husband.  The Town Council wished to express condolences to all the family.

Mrs Cox addressed the meeting on the work of the Coleford Partnership.  She advised that, working within the framework of the MCTi the Partnership was looking at the whole needs of Coleford and its surrounding areas.

Phase 1, had asked groups in the town, including the traditionally ‘hard to reach groups’ for their individual needs and ideas for the future of the town.

Phase 2 was to produce a Healthcheck showing what is currently being provided and matching those provisions with the needs. Needs not yet met were being addressed through seven Theme Groups.

The Community and Centre Theme Group were meeting with agencies and users of the Community Centre.  Plans for developments are envisaged with a feasibility study to be undertaken as part of the MCTi process.

New members had been engaged for the Environment, Health and Housing group who were looking at affordable housing and NHS dentist issues.

The Jobs and Business group were now working with the Forest Strategic Partnership, looking at a Forest-wide picture.

Life Long Learning group had completed their draft framework aiming to set up a learning network to encourage increased skills in the area’s employment base.  It now needs to engage other parishes and primary schools as the project in Coalway School had shown what could be achieved.

The Tourism and Events theme group had produced its strategy, the Coleford Guide, a Media Pack and a web-site was under construction.

Transport theme group had completed a draft strategy.  Other local parishes were interested and linking with other Forest Partnerships would be necessary to effectively involve any larger agencies.

The Youth Initiatives group was finding difficulties in gaining youth participation.

All work carried out by the Partnership has to conform to MCTi regulations.  The Phase 3 bid at the end of October/early November impacts on what the Partnership will be able to achieve.  The District and County Councils will look at the Partnership’s plan after which the plan will be taken to the Brokerage Table and bid for funding.

The Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott thanked Mrs Cox for her presentation.  

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

130.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 12th August having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly. Proposed by Councillor C Lusty and Seconded by Councillor R Phelps.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF2486/R (P1135/03)

Erection of a conservatory.
No objections.

25 The Paddocks,

Coleford.

DF1374/W (P1136/03)

Erection of a 2.5m high steel 
*

2-4 Mushet Walk,

fence.

Coleford.



*The Town Council respect Mr Bath’s need to secure his premises but are saddened that he is looking to fortress the areas and would like to see another way to solve his problems without sectioning off areas and would welcome the opportunity to discuss any other way of securing areas with District Council officers, the police, perhaps the Community Safety Officer and Crime Prevention Officer could also attend.

DF1092/3/L (P1133/03)

Erection of a 2.5m high steel
As observations made to 

Pyart Court,


security fence.


application DF1374/W

Coleford.






(P1136/03)

DF9400/A (P1132/03)

Alterations and extension to
No objections.

5 Foxes Lane,


dwelling.

Broadwell,

Coleford.

DF11049/A (P1160/03)

Erection of a detached double
No objections.


Craigness,


private car garage with self 

Station Road,


contained living accommodation



Milkwall,


at first floor level.

Coleford.

DF538/C (P1173/03)

Erection of a detached dwelling 
No objections.

Plot 4,



with integral double private car

No 9 Victoria Road,

garage.  Construction of new 

Coleford
.


vehicular access.


DF423/E (P1170/03)

Variation of condition (B) of
No objections.

Crown Park Estate,

DF423/B to allow more than

Edenwall Road,


6 coaches to be parked, to 

Coalway,


accommodate the storage of

Coleford.


preservation vehicles.

DF3841/E (P1179/03)

Installation of a 


The Town Council has concerns 

25 High Street,


refrigeration plant.

over noise issues.

Coleford.

DF11251/A/AP (P1204/03)
Approval of reserved matters
No objections.

Land at Ivy Cottage,

for the erection of three, three

Edenwall,


bedroom terraced houses with 

Coalway,


associated garaging & parking

Coleford.


facilities.  Construction of new 





vehicular access.

The meeting was extended to 9.15pm.

131.
LINKLINE COMMUNITY ALARM SERVICE

The Linkline Community Alarm Service costs had been received at £2.20 per week. The pendant would be available for use by anyone working in the office alone, giving access to emergency help 24 hours a day. 

Resolved: A contract is signed with Forest of Dean District Council for connection to the Linkline Community Alarm Service.

132.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

PROPOSED PROTOCOL FOR VISITS BY SITE INSPECTION PANEL

The proposed protocol sets out when a site visit should be agreed, how it should be agreed, who attends and what they do when they get there.  It is proposed that Parish Councils not be invited to attend. The Clerk was instructed to respond that the Council objected to the proposal as local knowledge would be lost and the proposal was not furthering understanding or working in a collaborative way. 

CORRESPONDENCE

133.
LETTER FROM COLEFORD CRICKET CLUB 

Coleford Cricket Club had written to invite all members of the Council and their families to the Inter District Cricket Match at the King George V Playing Fields on 29th August. 

134.
LETTER FROM MISS S BIRT  

Miss Birt had written requesting a seat in the new bus shelter at Mile End.  The Clerk was requested to obtain prices before the next meeting.

135.
COPY LETTER FROM MR P MORGAN TO GLOUCESTERSHIRE HIGHWAYS
Mr Morgan had written to Gloucestershire Highways regarding the condition of Coombs Road and requesting that the matter be looking into as in 2001 promises were made that the road would be resurfaced the following year.

136.
LETTER FROM ERNEST HEAL & SONS IN RESPONSE TO COMPLAINT FROM MR NICHOLLS RE PARENTS GRAVE 

Ernest Heal & Sons had forwarded a photograph of the grave.  The condition of surrounding grass etc. does not show any cause for complaint.  The plot being made into a garden, contrary to the rules and regulations for the cemetery results in uneven edges after grass-cutting.

137.
ACHIEVING AFFORDABLE WARMTH IN THE FOREST OF DEAN SEMINAR  

Diana Organ MP had written inviting members to a seminal at Cinderford on 19th September.  Deputy Mayor, Mrs J Marrott and Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin would attend.

138.
WYE VALLEY AREA OF OUTSTANDING BEAUTY

The annual Study Tour was arranged for 26th September and members of the Council had been invited.  Councillor J Shaw would attend. 

139.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor D Atherley had attended a Police and Community Consultative Meeting at Coleford on 19th August which had been well attended.

A motion to extend the meeting to 9.30pm was proposed by Councillor D Atherley and seconded by Councillor C Lusty

140.
ACCOUNTS

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.25pm

140.
ACCOUNTS

2054 D Atherley – travelling expenses




  18.46

2055 Shane Ball Gardening Services – July




193.67

2056 Forest of Dean District Council – Rates



111.00

2057 Lyndon E Dowle – fix signs, door lock and steps


183.00

2058 N Power – office






  54.76

2059 N Power – Cemetery workshop





    9.11

2060 H J Roberts & Son – Tables – Dancing through the Dean

274.95

2061 Skip-It – Cemetery waste





  50.00

2062 Ernest Heal & Sons – headstone work




775.50

2063 OfficeStar – stationery






123.09

2064 C Wilkins – salary August





899.20

2065 V G Mitchell – salary August




          1132.34

2066 Gloucestershire County Council Pension Fund – salaries

457.83

2067 Inland Revenue – deductions August




318.62

2068 Petty Cash – August






  30.00

2069 A L Mackinnon – Internal Audit Y/E 31.03.03



  50.15

2070 Forest of Dean District Council – Reprographics – Dancing through

         the Dean








  12.60

2071 Ernest Heal & Sons – emptying bins July – August


  70.50

2072 Ernest Heal & Sons – sunken graves




411.25

High Interest Account

11.08.03 Gross Credit Interest





188.80

27.08.03 Norwich Union






  12.13

Current Account

12.08.03 Philip Blatchly & Son Ltd (Teague)



630.00

22.08.03 M E Damsell (Hoare)





100.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.25pm.
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